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I ſaid of Laughter, it is mad : And of Mises, What doth it. Eccl. ii. 2. 


MA bat ſoever Things are true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things 


are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, whatſoever Things are 3 whatſoever 
Things are of good Report; if there be OW: Virtue : And if there be any Praiſe, 
think on theſe Things, Philip. iv. 8. 


— 


3008 T rt 


PaINTED AND SortD BY EZEKIEL RUSSELL, exyrosiT'® THE Foie? 8 
Azns, IN MARLBQR@UGH-STAEET, NM, ce, Tx. 


| | 
4 


o 
o 


| THE Day of the Anniverſary, being 

more than ordinary pleaſant, there 
was a vaſt concourſe of people at Cam- 
bridge, The eloquence, ingenuity, and 
logical accuteneſs of a number of the 
Candidates, were very entertaining : 
but the Comic-Buffoonery, which conclud- 
ed the forenoon's exerciſe, and which 
made the Houſe of God, to outdo the + 

 Play-houſes, for vain laughter, and clap- 

ping, gave great offence. - One may 


* 


5 1 | ſafely 


4 


bo Ss <a Eres tees ww 


1. 


ſafely ſay, that in hit part of the ſo- 
lemnity, there was nothing of that di- 
vine aſſiſtance which the Preſident 
pray d for: hic Deus nibil fecit: there 


was divine preſervation; and that was 


Isar take particular notice only 
of the character of Stephen, the Prea- 
cher, which produced violent effe 


the merry multitule. . 
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STEPHEN is repreſented as a ſeri- 
ous but weak Preacher; and his zealous 
manner (as well as matter) is mocked on 
the Stage. 55 2 5 | 
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He is ſo deſirous of the ſalvation of 
men, that when one received a wound in 


his body, he hopes the groans proceeded 
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from a wounded ſpirit, and ſeems glad 
that the man is under convictions— 
It is eaſy to ſee that Stephen perſonates 

certain zealous preachers of the Goſpel ; 

that mocking him, was mocking them; 
and that ſpiritual trouble and convictions 
are mentioned only to heighten the 
mirth. And it is worth obſerving, that 
young Democritus who makes ſport of 
theſe things, was preſently after to re- 
ceive power from the Preſident to 


| preach the CIs. Calpe. 


Bur, as was well obſerved by a 
Gentleman, at the time: this ſatyrical 
banter was not well tim d. For how- 
ever it hath been heretofore ; at this da 

there is as little concern about ſalvation, 
at College, or elſewhere, as any one can 
deſire, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian. 
Nor can we ſee any Propriety at all in 


it, 


(8) 


it, unleſs it is ſuppoſed to be dealt out 
to the auditory, by way of prevention. 
And there is no doubt but ſuch a fleer- 
ing way of ſpeaking about ſoul trouble, 
was very refreſhing to ſome, who de- 
ſired to be free from it, and made them 
laugh and clap with greater vigour. It 
was the natural tendency of it to raiſe 
in perſons a worldly jovial ſpirit, to 
make them leſs ſenſible of the worth of 
their ſouls, and leſs concerned about the 
one thing — 


1 Collier thinks that this was the 
way by which Dryden and ſome of the 
Poets corrupted the Sr of the nation: 

they made them laugh away their religt- 
on, by laughing at the Preachers of it. 
For however unworthy of the charac- 
ter many Miniſters are, yet when any 


one of theſe is brought- upon the Stage, 
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to ſhake the ſcenes with ane the 
giddy multitude take advantage from it, 
todeſpiſe Religion itſelf. And how much 
more, when, as in the preſent caſe, 
they, Who are the fools: of: the play, are 
allowed to be ſerious men, and deſirous 
of the ſalvation of others? It would be 
for the honour of the College to have it 
0 ſuppoſed, that only the Undergraduates 
were acquainted with the character of 
Stephen, till it was l in the Mect- 
| e png ee by 
Turxkx were af two other ridiculous 
characters in the Commencement Comedy, 
that of the Lawyer and of the Phyſi- 
2 z - which though ſhort and not ſo. 
hi , {eajſoned as: OZepben's, were. very 
op ful. to. prolong the mirth. But Was 
re. not. great. impropriety in treating 
- the «as of ky and the Fathers 
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of the Province in ſuch a ludicrous 
manner? For could any thing be more 


indecent than to entertain them 2 long a 
zime, with fly jokes, and merry conceits, 
(more adapted to the Booths on the 


Common) interrupting their wiſer, and 
more ſerious thoughts, till the laughing, 


and ane and ee was at an end ? 5 


Tris is certain, hk. is of greater 
eee ſuch a continued ae 
attended with loud peals of laughter, 
* ſome joyned by the 


force of example, before they were 


aware of i it, and were aſhamed of their 
levity) was contrary to that gravity and 
febriety \ which the Goſpel requires. 


A CERTAIN Philoſopher obſerves, that 
laughter proceeds from'pride ; 'and that 


when men are very merry, they are al- 


ways very 6 


Tas 


Ius obſervation is not groundleſs: 


it always holds true of that laughter 
which is the effect of aping and mi- 
micking others. Such low and con- 
temptible characters, n make us think 
more highly of our own dear ſelves, on 


the compariton (for there will always be 


a ſecret compariſon :) and our vain 
hearts being much tickled with this Ju- 
periority, the laughing muſcles are ſet 
into a violent agitation. 
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Aub as chit! 1s always pride and 


ſcorn, and conſequently a degree of ma- 
lice ; ſo there is ſometimes great cru- 


elty in hiſſing at our Fellow Chriſtians 


who are ſet forth as pectacles to divert 
the company. + 5 


— Die diverſon is one of thoſe things, 
of which Dr. Franck faith, that 
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a ſerious Chriſtian need not trouble 
himſelf to find out, whither they are 
right or wrong : he may know them to 
be wrong immediately by his own feeling; 
which feeling is not the cauſe, but the 
effect of a ſecret judgment paſſed in 
the mind of him who hath a tender 


conſcience. It rg oc, 
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IT is not to be wondered at, that the 
» old Romans gratified their corruptions 

this way: they were mad after Panto- 

mimes, who could counterfeit every 

, man's ſpeech and geſtures: theſe were 

; the liſe and /oul of their feaſts and en- 
> ____ tertainments. 0 IH CET 
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I s$ay this is not to be wondered at | 
| in them: they knew no better: they 
tl lived without Gop in the world, and with- 
our | bope, Chriſtians have not % 
| 32 : | learned 
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learned CHRIS r. However any weaker 


zheſe vanities : it is impoſſible any one 
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Chriſtian, from want of conſideration, 
and the example of others whom he 
eſteems, may have his conſcience embol- 1 
dened to have fellowſhip with them in | 
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who lives by the faith of th , God, 4 
and gets his happineſs from 20 frntin 1 
of living waters, ſhould have any heart 
to practice Buffoonery himſelf, or to en- 
courage it in others. 
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Max we not therefore hope, that this 
new Commencement Exerciſe, which the 

founders of the Society never thought of, = 
which diſguſted the ſerious part of t theaw - - 
ditory, and which was really an affront 
to both Go and men: I ſay, may we not = 
hope it will be treated kccording to its 1 
deſerts, and expelled the College ? = 
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College will keep ſinking lower and 


eſteem is moſt to 


* liberal « arts: it 2 88008 5 not ele 
to be cultivated at Cambridge «JC 
ought to be nipped in the bud. If nc 
c nuge ſeria ducentin mala. 
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* Candidates who are about to re- 
ceive power from the Preſident to preach 
the glorious Goſpel, of the bleſſed Gon, 
muſt in the face of the country, and 
in Engl. ;/b too, be a ſort of Pantomimes, 
imitating the mean, and wicked Drol- 
lery we had on the laſt Aunivenſur y; 
their own tangues will fall upon them; 
they will Pull themſelves down: and the 
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lower, in the eſteem o all thoſe N 
valued I mean 
ſerious and conſcientious people. 
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As the College at Cambridge belongs 
to the Province, every one hath a right 
Et: to 
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to ſpeak his thoughts of it with freedon. 
If the Writer therefore were not empow- ' 
er ed of Tharter to concern himſelf par- — 


gàaäüccularly about the affairs of it, he would 58 
bave a common right to weigh the 
= + abovementioned Antick Performance in 
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Axv as he is perſuaded God is on his 9 


the balance of ſcripture and reaſon. 9 


F 


Finde, he thinks it would be diſhonour- b 
ing ſo good 'a. cauſe, if he ſhould lo Bf 
much a ſeem hide 4 == = - „ 


OD. He therefore ſubſcribes, „ 4 | 


NN. B. If any one riſes up to de- 
fend the College, with decency, due nok 
. , \tice ſhall be taken of irt. RT 
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